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The Shell-related Cultural Heritages in Pescadores —
Vanish or Revive?

Wencheng chang* and Wenlung Wu**

Mollusks are a group of invertebrates with outer shells, non-segment bodies, and
soft, smooth, and moist skin. Generally, people use another common name, the‘Shell’,
for numerous mollusks. Most of mollusks have the outer shells. Few of them are not,
since the outer shells are degenerated. Nowadays people just use the name ‘Shell’ for all
mollusks. Abalones, babylones, clams, octopuses, cuttlefishes are familiar shells which
we are touching upon in our daily life in different aspects. They are important nutrition
resources, also can be used in construction and decoration. Most importantly, they are
parts of human culture. In Taiwan, the “Draft Revision of the Cultural Heritage
Preservation Law” clearly defines the categories of cultural heritages. Compare with the
statutes, we find many cultural heritages like shell middens(mounds), cultivation,
medical science, food recipes, architecture materials, construction shapes, furniture,
artistic carvings, religions, and folkways that are related to shells.

In 1950s, the Pescadores owns the world famous shell buttons industry. However,
developing plastic industry comes with lower prime cost and mass production,
eventually leads to the recession in shell buttons industry. Thus this prosperous
outmoded industry retains many latent elements of shell heritage to descendants in the
Pescadores. Today, although people are more concerned about environmental
protections and naturalness in terms of industrial development. Will this consideration
recalled to the shell button industry in the Pescadores? The answer may be uncertain. To
get the answer, elements of shell heritage should be arisen in more energetic way.
Nevertheless, cultural and creative industries about shell shall be planed beforehand.

A common expression says: “Those living near the water live off the water.”
People live in the Pescadores have the advantage of to use shells relative to other places.
This essay expectantly has the keynote to draw forth more ideas about the sustainable
use of cultural heritages of shells.
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